
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  August 5, 2020 
CONTACT:  Erin Melz, Aitkin County Public Health Supervisor, 218-927-7200 

Minnesota health officials confirm Aitkin County death related to COVID-19 complications 

 

Aitkin, Minn. – The Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) confirmed Wednesday an Aitkin County resident has died 
from COVID-19 complications.  
 
This is the first Aitkin County resident to die from the disease.  The resident was in their 80’s, no other details are 
available.  A total of 29 cases have been confirmed in the county as of Wednesday. 
 
“Our hearts and thoughts go out to the family, friends and loved ones as we receive this heartbreaking news,” said Erin 
Melz, Aitkin County Public Health Supervisor. “Aitkin County Public Health and all Aitkin County employees extend our 
deepest sympathies during this difficult time.”  
 
Dr. David Taylor, Emergency Medicine Physician and Chief Medical Officer at Riverwood Healthcare Center, added: “On 
behalf of Riverwood, we extend our deep condolences to the family of the patient who died. At Riverwood, we are well 
prepared to care for patients who are seriously ill with COVID-19. Unfortunately, this is an infectious illness with a higher 
mortality rate than we see with influenza or other infectious diseases. That’s why we must continue to do all that we can 
to prevent the spread to others, especially those who are older or who have underlying medical conditions and more 
likely to get seriously ill from it.”  
 
Aitkin County Public Health and Riverwood Healthcare Center continue to focus closely on our residents and patients as 
we work to support social distancing and make people aware of the precautionary measures in place to help prevent the 
spread of COVID-19.  “We are committed to fighting this illness in our communities, in Minnesota and across the country.  
Together we will get through this challenging time,” Melz said. 
 
For those experiencing respiratory illness symptoms, who feel they have been exposed to COVID-19 or who have 
questions, call Riverwood Healthcare’s Coronavirus Helpline, 1-844-428-1323, Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  A 
nurse will advise those with symptoms on how to proceed with a virtual visit (with audio and video), a phone visit or an in-
person visit with a healthcare provider. 
 
The public may also call Aitkin County Public Health at 218-927-7200 with questions. 
For more information on COVID-19, visit www.co.aitkin.mn.us, www.health.state.mn.us, www.cdc.gov/COVID19 or 
https://riverwoodhealthcare.org/covid-19/ . 
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